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Art & Language
Is this What you Mean?

White3 will exemplify that type of exhibition space whose ideal form is the perfectly white cube. This is the quasi-scientific arena in which modernism’s quintessential triumphs are paraded. White3 however, will be situated between the dusty rafters and the footworn floor of 34 Underwood Street. It will be a Brechtian cube, immaculate in its rough surroundings. Visitors will be able to walk around it and look at its exterior. Their view from the outside will largely displace the view on the inside, rob it of its specious but culturally entrenched neutrality.

It is not our intention simply to criticize the white space. It is, rather, to reinvigorate it in a double displacement of the critique of the gallery – a negation of a negation. This will be accomplished as follows: the interior of White3 will approach its ideal form more closely than the commercial white cube galleries normally do. The latter fail in this regard often as a consequence of artsy laziness and the unworkmanlike attitudes of shopkeepers masquerading as intellectuals. The white cube has come to be a place of intimidation and dissuasion run by entrepreneurs; a desk or adjacent office acts as an auratic locus of this power. White3 will contain neither a desk nor any other invigilating presence. There will be just a well made space with one entrance, white walls and art. It will be surrounded by a display which represents a culture of spectacle: As Baudrillard suggests (1987) “The spectator feels at home nowhere, for the spectacle is everywhere.” Dancing elephants, trick uni-cyclists and children’s clowns will appear with celebrities and images of the fun fair. They will create an absurd image of carnival in which the displaced critique of the neutral white space will transcend itself and become a truly neutral white cube – apolitical and value free. It will become a natural place – a habitat – for art and for its prescribed functions – a place in which to search for truth and beauty or to engage in communication or education and even entertainment. Or something else.

