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1. Air-conditioning Show/Air Show/Frameworks

Terry Atkinson – Michael Baldwin

Air-Conditioning Show
The Air-conditioning as Device
After a few weeks attempting to sort out indicators for the exhibition of non-entities model, Michael Baldwin remarked that he was not sure that the air-conditioning didn’t constitute a separate focus. For myself, I made the decision that it suited my purposes to regard the air-conditioning as an integral part of the exhibition. Although one can see a possible situation where, if the air-conditioning were to be declared a separate focus, this separating from the exhibition might be used as a device to relate it to the exhibition. But here there is no need to set up this separate focus, rather, to use the air-conditioning as a means to examine the concepts of length and temperature.

Assuming the air-conditioning equipment is functioning then the room(s) will be filled with air-conditioned air. A question to be asked at this point; is the air (air​-conditioned or not) a permanent factor? And if it is, then how do we identify it as such? Let us consider firstly the question of identifiability.

We can start by examining how we detect temperature. The temperature of a body is a measure; that is a measure of its hotness. This can further be defined as a property of the rate at which heat will be transferred to or from it. Is it then reasonable to say that the temperature is a measure of the kinetic energy of the molecules, ions, atoms, of which matter is composed? Let us assume that we need an exhaustive description of the temperature throughout the rooms. We therefore need to make extensive analytic breakdowns. Experience guides us to acknowledge the presence in the rooms of various bodies. The concept of a ‘body’ involves a measure of identifiability and perma​nence. This measure of identifiability will, if it is to be a comprehensive analysis, mean a scale ranging from the macroscopic to the microscopic. A complete characterization of the body will demand the ability to specify what will be the result of every con​ceivable operation applied to the body. Any assumption that the body (bodies) is inert or passive would be incorrect. Properties of a body are not always the same but change when the external circumstances of the body change (e.g. the density of a quantity of gas changes when the pressure is altered).

We should be careful here in identifying just exactly what we mean by permanent factors. It is not so much that the air has an exact volume and an ‘exact’ temperature which we can measure by using the appropriate instruments, but regardless of whether we measure them or not, we can say that the air has a volume and a temperature. Can’t we?
