MOON AND THE WEATHER. – Whatever the moon does to the delicate balance of some human brains it certainly affects the weather, according to a group of American scientists. This justification of what might previously have been dismissed as an old wives’ tale came from the US. Weather Bureau where, it was claimed, a definite statistical relation between rainfall and moon phase had been found. It rained most after new and full moon, the scien​tists declared, and drier weather came after the first and last quarters. The weather of fifty years, as recorded at 1,544 U.S. weather stations, was collated and analysed by computer to produce the conclusions. Checks were carried out to climinate other possible explanations, such that it was really the sunspot cycle which was at work. The chances of error were negligible, the ~ weathermen confidently proclaimed, declaring that a synodic period of 14.765 days, half the lunar cycle, had been convincingly established. The American study had broken up the weather figures in various ways, to arrive at such things as storm frequency, total daily rainfall, mean daily rain fall, calculated over block periods of ten years, separate months and certain other intervals. In each case, it was claimed, a moon phase harmonic wave of considerable size had been shown. And as the rainfall figures came from all over the United States there could be no doubt about their representativeness there. The question arose whether the same periodic effect would be found in the more disturbed climatic conditions of Europe and, particularly, Britain.

MUTE METALS. – To a world in which noise was an ever growing nuisance came the prospect of a little peace. The universal benefactor who promised to save man from the ear-piercing torment of pneumatic drills, slamming train doors, rattling hospital trolleys was – the Silent Service, the British Navy. For at the Admiralty Materials Laboratory at Poole work was going on on non-ringing metals, Birchon’s Mute Metals, as they were nicknamed. The inventor explained his aim, to produce metals as strong as steel but as dull in sound as lead. A cracked bell produces its dull sound because when it is struck the sides of the crack rub over each other and the friction absorbs energy, damping the vibration. External damping can be given to metals by applying plastic films, as is done to parts of car bodies, but this has dis​advantages and is not very efficient. The idea at Poole was to produce metals with their own internal damping.

Success had been achieved with alloys of man​ganese and copper. These could be as strong as steel but with 50 times the damping. Yet they were still extremely elastic and a tuning fork had been made the tines of which would spring back into place when struck but without any sound.
